Charles Pritchett – Woodhouse Eaves, Frame-Work Knitter, Wrought-hose Branch Examined


8256 
Were you deputed to give evidence on this Commission? - I was.

8257
What is the condition of the hands at Woodhouse Eaves? – Their condition is very bad; most of them are on the wrought work; there are only four frames I the town; their average earn9ings are from 8s. 9s. 10s. 11s,; the first man in the town has 11s., he is a person that works upon the frame, but when his expenses are deducted, he has not above 7s. to maintain himself and his family; and when he has paid all his expenses that come upon him with his household, he has not above 1s. 2d a head. But that is not the worst of it, we are frequently out of work; I myself have worked there about a 34-guage, and the last three or four months, sometimes have not had above half the work. Sometimes the men have got a little job out of doors; they may have brought a little stuff, and made up the goods, and sold them as they could, just to get a loaf of bread.

8258
And for that were the charges the same? - Yes the charges were the same, excepting I try to get what rent off I can. My master is not quite so bad as a hosier; sometimes I can get a little off; I work to Leicester; he sometimes makes a small allowance.

8259 
Do the hands at Woodhouse Eaves mostly work to Leicester or Loughborough? – Chiefly to Loughborough.

8260
What is the practice with regard to reductions in case of a stint? – At Loughborough they generally pay the whole of the expenses that come against them. I know for a fact that the greater part of the men at Woodhouse Eaves are in a very deplorable state; their children are neither educated, nor clothed, nor fed as they ought to be; we have not the means; and as soon as our children can work, we are obliged to put them to it. I know it from experience; I myself have six small children, and the oldest, a girl about ten years of age, has never been to a day-school; I am obliged to keep her at home to do a few little jobs. and that is the way we go on, and I do not hesitate to say, that the cause of our afflictions, and the cause of the sins which so abound in our place, all the effects is our poverty. I have had sufficient proof of that; I have been a teacher in a Sabbath-school, and those parents that could not send their children to the day-school, have tried to avail themselves of the privilege of sending their children to Sabbath-school. I have frequently have had to go to places to inquire; and, to the pain of my mind, have found the children sometimes without frocks, sometimes without shoes, and one thing and another, whereby the parents could not send them. This is the way they are brought up. Then we are compelled to put our children to our own trade, because we have no means of putting them to nay other. So that there is no education, and our children grow up ignorant, and that is one reason why they are so grossly wicked. I am connected with a Friendly Society and a sick club, and we have a great deal of imposition, and we have hard work to maintain our ground. I can say, from what I have seen, that the cause of a great deal of affliction is our poverty; the men have been worked down by hard fare and hard labour till they have sunk under it, and then they fall back upon society, and we are obliged to maintain them, and that is one reason why our funds are so low. I am of the opinion that is the spurious work; so many of the inferior goods have been manufactured that has done injury to the home market; the markets have been stocked with the spurious goods. My employer told me himself some weeks ago that the reason why he could not employ everybody was, that one dozen of my hose cost him as much as three of those inferior goods; and that the great demand was for those inferior goods. He had one frame that made him 30 dozen a-week, and my frame could not make above 15 pairs a-week, yet those goods are not made for service, but for sale; and that is the cause of our goods not being so frequently in requisition. I think that something ought to be done to protect our labour, or we shall be completely crushed and worked outs that we must turn our attention to something else. I do not know that I can state anything more particularly.

8261
Are not many of the frame-work knitters till bringing up their children to the same trade? – Yes they are because they are forced to it; they would not, if they were not compelled to do so. I should feel very sorry to put my children to the trade; but unless I have the means to put them to something else, I shall be forced to it, although it will be against my will. If I were to give a history of my own life, I should be at a loss to know how I have got through thus far with my family.

8262
You say that you are a Sabbath-school teacher, and also connected with a Friendly Society, I presume you are therefore well acquainted with the general condition of the frame-work knitters of your neighbourhood? - Yes, I think I am.

8263
Do you find that they are generally unable to send their children to school on account of their poverty? – Yes, it is not a single occurrence – it is an every week’s occurrence; I have visited, when I have found the cause, and the only cause. 

8264
And does the same cause prevent their attendance at places of worship? – Yes, I can affirm that conscientiously; I know that even members of churches are prevented by it from assembling with their own people, because they could not appear respectable; and sometimes when they have a better garment, and the rent had been demanded of them, they have been compelled to take it to the pawnshop – that I know for a fact; and I can remember a case – not so long since I had to go round the town, actually to beg for a poorman; his wife was confined, and he only had one bed for himself and his family. I went round and begged as much as would purchase him a bed and blankets; and he was a respectable, steady man too. He experienced a great deal of affliction, and during that affliction he was compelled to pay his rent for the frame the greater part of the time.

8265
Have the frame-work knitters any assistance in the way of allotments of land? – Yes, some of us have small gardens, about 600 a-piece; I myself have a large garden connected with my house, and that very much assists me.

8266
How many are there that have those allotments, do you know? – I should think that two parts out of three in the village, perhaps more than that have about 600 a-piece; some have to pay about 8s., some 10s., a-year for it, according to the quality and the nature of the land.

8267
And on what tenure have they those holdings? – If a man pays his rent, he is all right – it is under a lady, a kind respectable lady; and while they pay the rent and manage the ground she will not turn them out, nor allow any person to supplant them.

8268 They are all tenants to her? – Yes

8269
Do you think that those allotments have been beneficial, so far as they have gone? – Yes, I do; I do not see how a poor man can have a bit of vegetables without them.

8270
And do you think it desirable to extend them as far as possible to the working classes? – I do; I believe it would be a direct benefit to them. 

8271
Do you believe, generally speaking, that they are anxious to do all they can to keep their land in proper order if they can get it? – Yes, I do: I believe they take a pride in improving the land; that may be seen by the crops that are produced off the land.

8272
Is there any premium or encouragement given to those who cultivate the best land in those allotments? – No, not among the trade; there is amongst the agriculturists, but it does not extend to the trade.

8273
There are no prizes for good conduct? – No, there are not; but labourers have received as much as 1l. for a prize.

8274 That does not extend to the frame-work knitters? – No it does not.

8275 Have you any sick clubs at Woodhouse Eaves? – Yes there is what I call the Friendly Society.

8276 Are the poor people enabled to keep up their subscriptions tolerably well to it? – No; I believe some have been excluded because they could not pay them.

8277 Have you known any individual cases where men have paid for a number of years and afterwards have been excluded? – Yes; cases have occurred of that nature in the society to which I belong. At the annual meeting, we took in a man again; the man came and stated his case; we could not but pity him, and took him in again.

8278 Do you find a sincere desire on the part of the frame-work knitters to put their own to the wheel, to do as much as they can to help themselves? – Yes I do; of course there are exceptions; there are of course individuals to be found who are not so; but generally speaking they do.

8279 Have you noticed any alteration in the condition of the families, as regards their furniture in their houses, in the last few years? Yes, I have; some of their houses have little furniture; there is a difference, some have more than others; but if it happens that they have large families come upon them very rapidly, it is impossible for them to get furniture.

8280 What is the description of manufacture chiefly carried on at Woodhouse Eaves? – Chiefly worsted and mohair; no cotton.

8281 Are there females working in the frames there? – Yes.

8282 Young persons as well as married women? – Yes, young persons as well as married woman.

8283 Is there a system for the master of the family to have two or three in his own house or do they work in shops? – It is the system for the father or the master to have two or three in his own house? – I should  think that I have the most frames of any one in the town; I have eight; I have them in my own shop mostly; three or four of them live in the house.

8284 Do you mean that what are called in-door journeymen? – Yes.

8285 Do they chiefly work there to the warehouses, or through middle-men? – To the warehouses.

8286 Do you know whether they receive their wages in ready money? – They do in ready money.

8287 There is no trucking there? – No, none at all; we have no middle-men in our place; we all work to the warehouse, every man in the town.

8288 Do you provide for the in-door journeymen? – Yes.

8289 And do they pay you so much for cooking, so much for roots, and so much for lodging? – Yes, and 3d. a-week for taking their work in. If I let a frame out, all the expenses I have is 3d a-week for taking the work to Leicester, and bringing the stuff out, and so on; that is all I have for my trouble.

8290 That does not apply to the other frames? – No, I have about 2d a-week for standing; and that assists me pay my rent.

8291 And of course you are at a higher rent, having a larger place to find to fit those frames ? – Yes.

8292 What do you consider among the particular grievances, if any, under which you labour? – Paying rent for half work; that is the greatest evil under which we labour, especially those hands who work to Loughborough; and even as regards the frame being recruited, we are obliged to pay the frame-rent while that is done, and some are unable to pay the rent, and then they lose the frame, which is very serious.

8293 What do you look to, a remedy likely to benefit your condition? – I think that the spurious goods were either stamped or prohibited altogether, it would be a real benefit to the trade; and in conexion with that, if there were some law to protect us against the imposition of our employers, that might be a service to us. If they offer us a reduction we are obliged to take it, because we have nothing to fly back on: men would always rather have half a loaf than none.

8294 Are you aware that here is an Act of Parliament for arbitration of disputes between masters and workmen, in your branch of trade as well as in others? – No

8295 And you do not know that others are aware of it? – No.

8296 Then, so far as you know, it is not resorted to by the frame-work knitters in the cases of disputes with their masters? – No, I have no knowledge of cases of the kind. 

8297 Do you know how many frames there are in Woodhouse Eves? – There are 140 to 150 in the place.

8298 Are they all wrought hose? – Except four frames.

8299 What gauges are they chiefly? – 24 to 26.

(The Witness withdrew)

