Thomas Clarke, of Woodhouse Eaves, Frame-work Knitter, Wrought- hose Branch, examined.

8323 What gauge frame do you work in? – 34 gauge frame.

8324 How many pair can you do in a week? – 10pair; my average earnings are 8s. 8 1/2d. first hand. I make net money, after paying all expenses, 5s. 6d.

8325 What points do you wish to speak? – I have known the time when I could earn three times the money I can now; now I earn enough to maintain myself and my wife; on the same work that formerly, in the same gauge frame, I could earn 22s. a-week. The worsted hose have been 22s. 6d. a-dozen, now I am working them at less than half the money; and not only that they make us put more work in, they have widened out 10 leads, and we have to make them longer; not only that, the stuff is not half so good as it used to be in former days. In consequence of the badness of the stuff, it breaks many more needles than it used to, and our expenses are by so much increased.

8326 Do you pay rent disproportionate to the value of the machinery? – Yes, I have worked in this machine nine years, and I have paid 1s. a-week the whole of that time, sick or well, holiday weeks or not. I should say the frame when it came to me was not worth 4l. It may have cost my master in those nine years, perhaps (it was new when I had it, and it has been new done since, newly recruited), 7l., and I have paid this rent nine years, whether on half or full work; under all circumstances the full rent must be paid.

8327 Do you work to Loughborough? – Yes.

8328 What remedy do you look to? -  I see no way unless this spurious work be done away with, or at all events be marked according to what it is, to let people know what they are buying; because at this present day there day there are hundreds of thousands buying those hose that know nothing at all about them. I have seen my own neighbours, who have lived their whole life-time in the same village, who have brought pairs of those spurious hose, and have not known about it at: the greatest evil we have to contend against is the spurious work. The masters offer us work on their own terms, and unless we take it we have nothing to fall back on, except the bastile, and they would sooner endure anything but that. I once had to pay 14s. to make up my account, and when I went again to make up my account, there was as much against me.

(The Witness withdrew)

