Thomas Sills, of Woodhouse Eaves, Frame-work Knitter, Wrought-hose, examined.

8308 What do you earn? – About 9s. a-week.

8309 Is that net? – After I have paid the deductions, frame-rent, and altogether, it is about 5s. 6d. or 6s.

8310 What family have you? – A wife and five children.

8311 Do any of the five children render you any assistance? – So little that it can hardly be perceived.

8312 Have you been able to give any of them any education? – Very trifling indeed.

8313 Do you have the same grievances that fall upon others fall upon you? – More upon me than others. I have known the time when I could have stripped myself naked, and commanded my own children to eat my flesh, they have been so hungry.

8314 Did your distress arise entirely from the depression of wages? – Yes, and we are much put upon by our employers; when I have made my week’s work, and take it in, as complete as ever was made by hands, the master will find fault with it, and dock me 6d. or 1s. so we are put upon in various ways.

8315 Do you think that is general in the trade? – I do, particularly in this place.

8316 Do you work to Loughborough? – Yes I do; and I have been ill as long as three weeks together, and after I have recovered from my illness, and gone in with my work, they have charged me with every farthing of the rent, to the very farthing.

8317 How long have you known the trade? – For 30 years.

8318 Do you perceive any difference in the people between now and formally? – I have known the time when I could go and get 23s. or 24s. a-week in a decent manner, and now I get but 5s. or 6s., working till 11 at night no one can tell what I have to undergo; the children are destitute of education, clothes, and food: we are worse off then the beasts of the field. It is my prayer to God that Government will take the matter in hand, that we may have some ground to stand on.

8319 Are there any allotments in Woodhouse Eaves? – Yes.

8320 To what extent? – About 10 acres.

8321 Is it  to be found a great service to those who have it? – Yes, of great service; but not of the service that it ought to be: we pay more than double the rent the farmers do. I have a bit of land, but many could do as well without it, the rent is so high.

8322 How much do you have? – Mine is 500; I pay 5s. for it, and very sorry land it is. Some part of the land is let to farmers for 15s. an acre, and they charge us 4l. for it.

(The Witness withdrew)

