Thomas Sykes, of Woodhouse Eaves, Frame-work Knitter, Wrought-hose Branch, examined.

8329 What are the points you wished to raise? – I have a big family of 11 children and for the last five years I have had but half work. 

8330 How does it happen that for the last five years you have only had half work? – We have been stinted for five years back; I am working the fine work to Loughborough.

8331 What have they stinted you to? – What they give me is 10 slips, and that would make a dozen is made it comes to 7s. 6d.

8332 What charges have you to pay out of that altogether? – My charges would be about 1s. 6d. a-week; thus leaving me only 6s. a-week.

8333 Why do you continue in the employment of a person who has stinted you for so long as five years? – That has been the regular rule with all hose hands; it is not me alone.

8334 Why do you continue to work for him now? – Because I cannot help myself, or else I would.

8335 How many frames do you have? – Four.

8336 Who works them? – Two sons and a daughter.

8337 Are they all fine frames? – Yes.

8338 Are they all stinted? – Yes.

8339 And during the whole of that time have they all paid full rent? – Yes, whether we have been badly or well; how little work we have, or if we have just work enough to pay the frame-rent, they take it; and not only that, when you have done a little bit of work, as good work can be made, they send the hose out to be dried, and then we cannot make our stuff up, and then they charge us with it.

8340 Do they make any allowance for waste? – No; if I apply for any more work, I must pay what they have got against me. We have never a book to go by, so that we never know what is against us, and we must submit to what they say, or else they will turn us off.

(The Witness withdrew)

